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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
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In early April 1955, the Main Department for Planniag, a certral depart-
ment in the East German Ministry for Machine Construction, was ordered
by the State Planning Commission to establish new suggestiocrns for the
planning of production during the second Five-~Year Plsn period (1956
through 1960). 1In early January 1955, this department,; in cooveration

with the State Planning Commission, worked out a Preliminary plan.! Accord-
ing to the January 1955 pian, gross production in 1960 of all enterprises

under the jurisdiction of the Ministry for Machine Construction was to
amount to 134.3% of 1955 grossa rreduction. This relatively small pro~
duction increase over a period of five years corresponded ¢ the slow
increase .of precduction experienced in 1954 and planned for 1955, The
April 1955 order to the planning department, howaver, stipulated that
new provisional pians ' were to be worked ocut with higher increases
of groes production. Two new versions of a provisional plan were to
be established:

‘a. A version in which 1960 gross production was to amount to 150% of

1955 grosz production. ¢

b A vefsion in which 1960 gross production was to amount to 175% of
1955 gross production. :

Regarding the version with a 75% increase by 1960 over 1955 gross pro-
duction, the order to the Main Department for Planning spacified that
this project should be worked out taking into consideration the follow-
ing two possibilities: increased production was to be reached either
through a 50% increase of work productivity (Arbeitsproduktivitaet),

or through the supplying of sufficiently high investment funds. It was
specified at the same time that the considered increasa of work pro-
ductivity could normally only be reached through an increace in work .

norms. While this increase' wes { 8t111 a disputed ‘ /,/

issue, the order plainly stated that during the second Five-Year Plan
period an increase in work norms would ne longer be tha subject of dis-
pute.
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speciiied that the houd of the Main Adminiatration
lersert Belita, was to trasel 4o Loscow s scoa as the
ms of vprovisisnzsl planning were completed, and pregeat
21003 (1nc1ud1ng the version of early January 1955) 4o
: et wuiborities. The uliimete decision regerding the
aadng mrswn for the second Five-Year Plen period was to be
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“sblens o?'ull ”ast Bioc countries, In particuldF; beil"”"trip to

seow was to deetde T T . a8 to whethew
d: ung the second Five-Year Plan ‘period was to be bagad seinly on an
irer I PR PTSS Y p?ﬂLFLbL(laJ {wora nOTHS ), Or on an increase of in-
vesir fands. ) '

mont. ¢

Belite' schednled trip to Koscow iz quite out of the ordinary. In
the pest, Soviet desires concerning prouu 2tion planning were settled
between tae State Planaing Commlssion ané the Soviet High Commission
in Cermuny.  This is the first time that the head of the planning
zrtmant of a Vindstry has been 2alled directly %o MNoscow for the
“uttvemunt of inporfent production plenning issues. It is believed
tast this rew preciise is a part of an overall effort on the part of
the USSR to sssume more direct leadership in the oversll production
rlanning of 2ll Bast Rloe countries.
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